
4 OBSTACLES TO 
SERVICE

Am I Serving Others?Am I Serving Others?



Our AmbitionOur Ambition

Mark 10:35-45

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up 
to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do 
for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” And they said 
to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and 
one at your left, in your glory.”



His AmbitionHis Ambition

Philippians 2:3-7

Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves.   Let 
each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others.   Have this mind 
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  
who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped,   but 
made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men.



Our ApathyOur Apathy

Matthew 26

And he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not 
watch with me one hour? 



His EmpathyHis Empathy

John 17:22-24

The glory that you have given me I have given to 
them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in 
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly 
one, so that the world may know that you sent me 
and loved them even as you loved me. Father, I 
desire that they also, whom you have given me, may 
be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have 
given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world



Our ArroganceOur Arrogance

John 13:8-11

Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have 
no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely 
clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.”



His HumilityHis Humility

John 13:3-5

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going 
back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer 
garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.  
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
wrapped around him



Our AssumptionsOur Assumptions

It does not matter if I serve.

I cannot serve as well as others.

I do not have time.

I already serve enough.

The measure of whether or not you are a servant          
is to examine how you act when people treat           
you that way.



His AssuranceHis Assurance

Anyone can be great because anyone can serve!

Mark 10:43-45

But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would 
be great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever would be first among you must be slave of 
all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.”
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